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SUB J : DISSOLUTION OF LAO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

REF: VIENTIANE 0116 (DTG 150905Z JAN 76) 

1 . VIENTIANE NEWSPAPER JAN 23 CARRIED ARTICLE 
STATING THAT KHAMTA PHOMSENGSOUVANE, DIRECTOR OF 
FOREIGN TRADE, HAD ANNOUNCED THAT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE ACTION PROGRAM OF THE LAO GOVERNMENT, WHICH STIPU- 
LATES THAT ONLY THE STATE IS COMPETENT TO UNDERTAKE 
COMMERICAL RELATIONS WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES, THE LAO 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WAS AUTOMATICALLY DISSOLVED. 
KHAMTA STATED THAT THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WAS CREATED 
BY PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND DID NOT CONFORM TO "THE NEW 
SITUATION." HE ADDED THAT THE EMPLOYEES OF THE CHAMBER 
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OF COMMERCE HAD ALREADY BEEN REINTEGRATED INTO THE 
PERSONNEL OF THE MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE AND 
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THE CHAMBER'S EQUIPMENT TURNED OVER TO THE SAME MINISTRY. 

2. COMMENT: THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HAD BEEN MORIBUND 
SINCE THE DEPARTURE FOR FRANCE OF THE FORMER PRESIDENT 
OF THE CHAMBER. SISOUK SISOMBAT. HOWEVER, THE CHAMBER 
WAS STILL IN EXISTENCE AND TAKING ROUTINE INQUIRIES 
AS OF JAN 15. THE NEW LAO GOVERNMENT HAS MADE IT 
CLEAR IN OFFICIAL STATEMENTS THAT IT INTENDS TO CONTROL 
FOREIGN TRADE. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, THERE HAVE 
BREN ATTEMPTS BY NEW GOVERNMENT TO REASSURE LOCAL 
MERCHANTS, INCLUDING SEMINARS AT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
TO EXPLAIN NEW POLICIES. KHAMTA'S STATEMENT AND DIS- 
SOLUTION OF CHAMBER INDICATE THAT LAO GOVERNMENT IS 
MOVING AHEAD TO ASSUME DIRECT ROLE AS SOLE IMPORTER OF 
FOREIGN GOODS. 
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